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been an occasion of revolt against the constituted au-
thority. This has happened repeatedly in the history
of Islam, the most noteworthy instance in modern times
being the revolt of the Mahdi in the Egyptian Sudan and
the sect of the Sennssi are today a standing menace to
Egypt.
Of the various Christian sects in the Empire the Ortho-
dox Greeks are the most numerous and have been the
most prominent in determining the policy of the Ottoman
government toward the Christians in general.
When Mohamm'ed II took Constantinople he realized
that the Greek population was essential to the prosperity
of the city, for in the hands of the Greeks were to be
found all the facilities for carrying- on trade and com-
merce and the means of production. The Turks were a
military clan wholly unskilled in such things and with
no inclination for them. Multitudes of Greeks had been
slain in the capture of the city and other multitudes had
fled to escape slavery but Mohammed set about restoring
them to their homes, so that Constantinople might recover
its prosperity. To this end he had them choose a patri-
arch to take the place of the former one who had perished
in the siege and he gave him authority over his people
in all matters connected with the church and promised
to protect him and his people from violence and plunder.
A certain number of churches were restored and religious
worship in them was to be carried on as before. The
patriarch and bishops were given full jurisdiction over
marriage and divorce among members of their flocks and
over matters of inheritance, with some restrictions, and
they were allowed to levy taxes for ecclesiastical pur-
poses and their customs were to be respected as far as
consistent with subjection, to the Imperial authority. The
jurisdiction of the patriarch was to be absolute within
these limits and the government would assist him in the
enforcement of his decrees. Moreover the collection of

